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TOP STORIES

Stretching out 
in Redmond

Microsoft Corp. says it will spend
$1 billion to increase the size of its
Redmond headquarters by one-third
during the next three years,
significantly accelerating its
expansion plans. SEE C1

A disturbing
trend for girls

In a reversal from the past, teenage
girls are trying marijuana, alcohol
and cigarettes at higher rates than
boys, the White House drug czar says.
But the good news is that overall
teen use of drugs is falling. SEE A10

School district
urged to cut

Seattle Public Schools will be able to
balance its future budgets only if it
trims spending and the state steps in
to pay for kindergarten, six periods a
day for high school students and a
host of other programs, an influential
citizens’ advisory panel says. SEE B1
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NATION
Patriot Act compromise: Senate
GOP holdouts reached agreement
with the White House on changes that
should clear the way for a vote on the
controversial measure. A3

BPA proposal delayed: Senators
from the Northwest criticized the U.S.
energy secretary for delaying – but
not canceling – proposed changes
that could raise electric rates here. A3

WORLD
Shiites attacked: A suicide bomber
struck in Pakistan on the holiest
festival for the Muslim sect, triggering
a riot that left at least 27 dead. A4

Time “very short”: Kidnapped U.S.
journalist Jill Carroll appealed in a
video for supporters to move quickly
to win her release. A5

NORTHWEST
Rally for imam: Seattle’s Somali
community and local leaders protest
arrest of mosque leader. B1

BUSINESS
Container shipping turns 50: One
man’s idea changed the industry and
made Seattle a fast-growing port. C1

OLYMPICS
Opening ceremonies: The speed
skater who will carry the U.S. flag
tonight talked of her sexual abuse. D4

INDEX
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Clear skies, sunny. 
High 59. Low 36. B8
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WASHINGTON – A former top
aide to Vice President Dick Cheney
told a federal grand jury that his su-
periors authorized him to give se-
cret information to reporters as
part of the Bush administration’s
defense of intelligence used to justi-
fy invading Iraq, according to court

papers.
Special prosecutor Patrick Fitz-

gerald said in documents filed last
month that he plans to introduce
evidence that Lewis “Scooter” Lib-
by, Cheney’s former chief of staff,
disclosed to reporters the contents
of a classified National Intelligence
Estimate in the summer of 2003.

Superiors cleared leak
of memo, Libby says

Secret intelligence report given to press 

Lewis “Scooter”
Libby

Vice President
Dick Cheney 

BY TONI LOCY
The Associated Press

SEE LIBBY, A12

The most expensive, far-reach-
ing strategy for saving Puget
Sound salmon ever devised is out
for public scrutiny. 

The voluminous Puget Sound
Salmon Recovery Plan proposes
doubling spending on salmon re-
covery – a commitment of more
than $1.1 billion in federal, state
and local funds over the plan’s first
10 years. The anticipated payoff:
big jumps in chinook populations

throughout the
region.

“It’s the first
time I’ve been
given reason to
hope we can re-
verse the losses,”
said Curt Hoet-
ling, a Whidbey
Island resident
and former Alas-
kan commercial
fisherman. 

“The work is
ahead, but just
getting to this
point . . . is to me

inspiring and extraordinarily en-
couraging,” Hoetling said in re-
marks at a Seattle public meeting
Wednesday night. 

The plan is the culmination of
years of work spent developing
strategies for rebuilding the
Sound’s chinook, bull trout and
Hood Canal chum populations. In
1999, the fish were declared
“threatened” under the Endan-
gered Species Act. 

As the plan goes forward, peo-
ple in the Seattle area can expect to
see: 

◗ Removal of riprap, sea walls 

A $1 billion recovery plan for region is unveiled

MIKE URBAN / P-I

Washington Conservation Corps workers are reflected in Des Moines Creek as they plant trees Tuesday to restore the waterway,
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UPPER AND LOWER 
SKAGIT RIVER

Here are some projects and goals for four 
of the watersheds covered by the Puget 
Sound Salmon Recovery plan:  

1. UPPER AND LOWER SKAGIT RIVER
10-year funding goal: $112 million.
Key projects: Restoring flood plains and 
shoreline; tighter fishing regulations.
Chinook population: 
Recent annual average: 11,220
Goal for recovery: 9,280-42,000*

2. NORTH AND SOUTH FORKS OF 
THE STILLAGUAMISH RIVER
10-year funding goal: $44 million. 
Key projects: Restoring flood plain and 
shoreline; fixing logging roads to decrease 
dirt flowing into streams.
Chinook population: 
Recent annual average: 900
Goal for recovery: 7,600-33,000*

3. NORTH LAKE WASHINGTON/
SAMMAMISH/CEDAR RIVER
10-year funding goal: $145 million. 
Key projects: Restoring flood plains and 
riverside vegetation; restoring lake 
shorelines; improving fish passage at  
Ballard Locks.
Chinook population: 
Recent annual average: 600
Goal for recovery: 3,000-12,200*

4. GREEN/DUWAMISH RIVER
10-year funding goal: $250 million.  
Key projects: Allowing non-hatchery fish 
passage above Howard Hanson Dam; 
improving river conditions; restoring  
shorelines.
Chinook population: 
Recent annual average: 7,190
Goal for recovery: 27,000

URBAN AND RURAL 
WATERSHEDS

*Note: Lower goals rely on fish with higher 
degree of reproductive success, while higher 
goals assume lower reproduction levels. 

Source: Shared Strategy 
for Puget Sound SEATTLE P-ISEE SALMON, A14

BY LISA STIFFLER
P-I reporter

“It’s the first
time I’ve

been given
reason to

hope we can
reverse the

losses.”

– Curt Hoetling
of Whidbey

Island, former
fisherman

President Bush, under fire for domestic eavesdropping without
warrants, said Thursday that intelligence-gathering from the
United States to Asia foiled a terrorist plot to use shoe bombs
to hijack an airliner and crash it into the 73-story US Bank
Tower in Los Angeles in 2002. Meanwhile, Bush’s campaign to
convince Americans that eavesdropping is essential to the war
on terrorism is having an impact, according to a new poll. 

SEE A12

INSIDE

L.A. skyscraper targeted 

OLYMPIA – At a time when
lawmakers struggled to find
money for health care for the
state’s most vulnerable people,
Washington taxpayers footed the
bill for a sex-change operation,
penile implants, breast augmen-
tation and ear piercings.

In his most recent review of
state Medicaid expenses, Audi-
tor Brian Sonntag found thou-
sands of questionable expendi-
tures in the 2004 fiscal year. One
in particular jumped off the
page.

Medicaid paid $9,549.92 to
surgically transform a woman
into a man. 

“You pick up the paper or
watch the evening news and you
see senior citizens who can’t get
medications of diabetes and
things,” Sonntag said. “And here
you see tax dollars being used for

SEE MEDICAID, A14

State’s
taxpayers
paid for a 
sex change
Auditor questions
spending priorities

BY CHRIS McGANN
P-I Capitol correspondent

WASHINGTON – Ritalin and
other stimulant drugs for atten-
tion deficit hyperactivity disor-
der should carry the strongest
warning that they may be linked
to an increased risk of death and
injury, federal health advisers
said Thursday.

A Food and Drug Administra-
tion advisory panel voted in fa-
vor of the “black box” warning
after hearing about the deaths of
25 people, including 19 children,
who had taken the drugs. The
vote of the Drug Safety and Risk
Management advisory commit-
tee was 8-7, with one abstention.

One committee member, Dr.
Curt Furberg, a professor of pub-
lic health sciences at the Wake
Forest University Baptist Medical
Center, said it would be “inap-

SEE FDA, A10

ADHD
drugs may
get ‘black
box’ label 
FDA acts after

hearing of deaths
BY ANDREW BRIDGES

The Associated Press
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By LISA STIFFLER 
P-I REPORTER

The most expensive, far-reaching strategy for saving Puget Sound salmon ever devised is out for public 
scrutiny. 

MAP: WATERSHEDS

View a map of some projects and 
goals for four of the watersheds 
covered by the Puget Sound 
Salmon Recovery plan (PDF, 
295K).

The voluminous Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan proposes 
doubling spending on salmon recovery -- a commitment of more 
than $1.1 billion in federal, state and local funds over the plan's 
first 10 years. The anticipated payoff: big jumps in chinook 
populations throughout the region.

"It's the first time I've been given reason to hope we can reverse 
the losses," said Curt Hoetling, a Whidbey Island resident and former Alaskan commercial fisherman. 

"The work is ahead, but just getting to this point ... is to me inspiring and extraordinarily encouraging," 
Hoetling said in remarks at a Seattle public meeting Wednesday night. 

 

 Mike Urban / P-I

 

Washington Conservation Corps workers are 

reflected in Des Moines Creek as they plant 

trees Tuesday to restore the waterway,

The plan is the culmination of years of work spent developing 
strategies for rebuilding the Sound's chinook, bull trout and 
Hood Canal chum populations. In 1999, the fish were 
declared "threatened" under the Endangered Species Act. 

As the plan goes forward, people in the Seattle area can 
expect to see: 

●     Removal of riprap, sea walls and other shoreline-
hardening features in favor of more natural beaches. 

●     Protection of remaining natural shorelines, with trees 
planted to improve shade. 

●     Placement of log piles in rivers and streams to create pools harboring young salmon. 

●     Replacement of pipes that carry streams under roads so salmon can reach better spawning 
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Salmon solution: $1 billion plan

grounds. 

●     Work to make docks and the Ballard Locks more salmon-friendly. 

Support for the effort comes from diverse interests, including dozens of cities, counties, business 
interests and conservation groups. But not everyone is onboard -- and even supporters aren't sure that 
there is enough money and momentum to get the job done.

Key Seattle-area tribes have been absent in the process, leading to concerns over the likelihood of 
success without their participation. There are also unresolved issues surrounding the negative effects of 
hatchery fish on wild fish recovery. 

Some critics have questioned the wisdom of investing millions in healing rivers flowing through urban 
areas, rather than diverting money to pristine streams where recovery seems more likely.

And no one is sure how climate change could disrupt the effort. A failure to adequately plan for a 
warmer world was one of the key criticisms raised at Wednesday's meeting.

In recent years, warmer temperatures have already harmed Seattle-area salmon populations passing 
through the Ballard Locks and into Lake Washington. 

Even though the plan was put together by local interests, the ultimate responsibility for safeguarding 
salmon to satisfy the Endangered Species Act falls to the National Marine Fisheries Service. An agency 
spokesman said the final version should be approved by the end of the year. The plan addresses 15 
watersheds, each with a textbook-sized chapter of its own. 

"It's an important milestone," said Mary Jorgensen, King County coordinator for salmon recovery in the 
watershed that includes Lake Washington, Lake Sammamish, and the Cedar and Sammamish rivers. 

Local government officials hope a federally sanctioned plan will shield them from potential lawsuits 
alleging that they aren't doing enough to bring back chinook runs. They believe it could improve their 
chances of getting more money from state and federal budgets to get costly restoration work completed. 

Over the decade, restoration work in the Green and Duwamish rivers could reach $300 million, while 
improvements in Lake Washington, the Cedar and the Sammamish could reach $170 million. The funds 
come primarily from county and city utilities and other tax sources, local grants, state and federal 
salmon recovery funding boards, and state and federal grants. 

Organizers hope local taxpayers won't really notice any impact on their pocketbooks. King County 
officials were in Washington, D.C., on Thursday trying to secure money from Congress and said the 
talks were going well.
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Locally, officials hope to redirect money already being spent on environmental protection into salmon 
recovery, said Jim Kramer, executive director of Shared Strategy, the non-profit group coordinating 
development of the plan. Officials also hope to attract funding from private philanthropic foundations.

The goals are lofty. In some watersheds, the chinook population target is more than 50 times that of its 
current size. For the Cedar, the plan strives to increase the number of chinook from a recent annual 
average of 400 returning fish to as many as 8,200 to reach sustainability. 

 

 Mike Urban / P-I

 

Planting trees like these along the Des 

Moines River improves shade. Salmon 

require cool water.

At a time when the Endangered Species Act has been under 
assault for purportedly being costly and ineffective, the plan's 
supporters say it could be a model for pulling species from 
the brink. They say it represents an effort that started within 
the affected communities rather than coming from the federal 
government. It balances environmental needs with economic 
and social realities. 

"You can have the Endangered Species Act work in an urban 
area and you're not going to shut down industry," said Doug 
Osterman, King County coordinator for salmon recovery in 
the Green and Duwamish. "We worked this thing out 
together."

'It's pretty neat'

A scaly invasion is under way along a stretch of the Cedar River. 

For decades, acres of river bank near Cedar Grove Road were filled in and blocked off from the flow of 
the river, which runs from the Cascade Mountains into Lake Washington. 

But thanks to a half-completed restoration project that broke ground in August, juvenile chinook, coho 
and sockeye salmon and trout are already nosing their way into streams carved into the flood plain. 

One night last week, Dan Eastman, a fish biologist helping guide the King County-led restoration 
project, went in search of these tiny colonizers. Snorkeling the channels with a flashlight, he found 
"silvery blobs" less than 2 inches long. Many of the blobs were chinook. 

"It's pretty neat," he said. 

The $150,000 project should be completed this summer. It is too early to declare the partially finished 
restoration of 8 acres owned by the county and the Renton Lion's Club a success. But it is a hopeful sign 
that the excavating, replanting and placing stumps and logs in the flood plain are going to help salmon. 
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For the Cedar, the No. 1 priority is restoring flood plains where small fish can take refuge from the quick 
flow of the river, find food and avoid predators. It is also one of the top goals for salmon recovery on the 
Duwamish and Green. 

"You've got to get those babies to survive," Osterman said. "You're losing them."

Hatchery role explored

Hatchery fish are also taking a toll on the wild salmon in the Duwamish. In recent years, millions of 
chinook from the Soos Creek Salmon Hatchery outside of Auburn have been released into the river 
while wild chinook were present. 

Scientists found that the wild chinook grew more slowly after the river was flooded with hatchery fish. It 
is also possible that the wild fish were eaten by the larger hatchery salmon. 

The state Department of Fish and Wildlife, which operates the hatchery, is reviewing its practices at 
Soos Creek and elsewhere to improve hatchery operations and reduce harmful effects on wild salmon. 

"There's a role for hatcheries in salmon recovery and sustainable fisheries," said Sara Laborde, the 
department's salmon recovery coordinator. "But you need to be clear about what your objectives are for 
those hatchery programs."

Another area awaiting resolution is the recovery role of some local tribes, which share salmon 
management authority with the state. 

Muckleshoot spokesman Rollin Fatland said the tribe is "reviewing what has been put out" and would 
not immediately comment on the plan or concerns about the tribe's lack of participation. 

Supporters of the plan are optimistic that the strategy can succeed. They defend efforts to save the urban 
fish and not rely solely on salmon in more rural watersheds to come charging back. The Endangered 
Species Act protects all of the fish, urban officials said, making them legally obligated to help in 
recovery. And if a disaster occurred in one river, it's important that others are healthy to keep the 
population afloat. 

"Each of the watersheds have a role to play in getting to recovery," said Brian Murray, a salmon-
recovery expert for King County. 

After all, despite decades of development, pollution, overfishing and environmental damage, the salmon 
have hung on. 

Said Murray: "These rivers are not ready to give up yet."
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TO COMMENT

●     To read the draft Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan visit: http://www.sharedsalmonstrategy.org/ 
Comments are due by Feb. 27. Details for submitting comments are in the Federal Register at www.
sharedsalmonstrategy.org/plan/docs/FRN.pdf 

●     For more information, call the National Marine Fisheries Service's Elizabeth Babcock, 206-526-4505, 
or Elizabeth Gaar, 503-230-5434. 

●     Another meeting on the plan will be held at 6 p.m. Feb. 21 at the Northwest Educational Service 
District, 1601 R Ave., in Anacortes. 

See the P-I's environment page at www.seattlepi.com/environment P-I reporter Robert McClure 
contributed to this report.

© 1998-2006 Seattle Post-Intelligencer
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